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Saturday, October 9. 1708. 


ceedings, Charges and Replies, the Oaths, or praying for the Queen, 
in the Caſe of the Diſſenting 2. The Queen's Letter to the Privy- 
Clergy in Scotland; I ſhall now enter upon Council of Scotland, from whence the 
three Things, which in Courſe are requir'd Encouragement co their erecting 
to he ſpoken to, relating to this Aﬀair, in Meeting-Houſes in Scotland was ſup- 
order to clear up the preſent Caſe to the pos'd to bederiv'd,and the Encourage- 
Worio, and to ſet it ina true Light; and ment they take from it. 
for War.t of which People are left on both 3. The Conduct of the Church and of 
lides to commit- Miſtakes to the Prejudice the Civil Power, which theſe Mini- 
of both. ſters ſeparately conhder'd. 
; ; 4. The Behaviour of the Minifters them- 
1. To examine the Allegation of the Epiſ- ſelves ard of the ir Party, on ſeveral 
copal Miniſters, as to the Obligation Occaſions, and the Keaſons which 
have 


WI! have gone thro' the Pro- which is now upon them, of taking 


367. 


have at ſeveral Times oblig'd the Ge- and the Proclamation tiere tpon of the 21 


vernment to ſuppreſs them. 

s. The Article or Complaint of Perſecn- 
tion conſider'd- 1. As it reſpetts the 
Civil Government. 2. As it concerns 
the Church of Scotland. And 3. As 
ic concerns the People of England, 
under whatſoever Denomination, whe- 
ther as D/ſſenters, and of their being 
charg'd witch being of the fame Prin- 
cipie from this as a Precedent ; or as 
Church-Men, and of their Injuſtice in 
calling it Perſecution, and inſulting the 
Diſſenters upon that Head, while they 
are guilty ot the {ame thing themſelves. 


Theſe Heads, if the Author ſhall be 
ſpar'd Life to go thro” them, may perhap3 
-furniſh us all with a- full Hiftory: of the 
Afﬀair,. and lead us into truer Notions than 
yet we have receiv'd, both of the Eftab- 
liſhment in Scotland, and of the State of 
Diſſenting in Scotland; and iq all this I ſhall 
endeavour to proceed ſo impartially, as to 
give no Offe nce, if poſſible, that can bi a- 
voided to any Party whatſcever — I ſhall 
avoid Perſonal Reflections upon any; even 
the Epiſcopal Clergy themſelves ſhall have 
no Inſult from me, nor any Reaſon to com- 
plain of Injuſtice; if in aov thing I ſh.uld 
lip by Mifadvertance, Miſinfor mation, or 
Waat of Information; if I ſhould do them 
any wrong in Matter of Fatt,” or in re- 
preſenting Tring as they ſtavd, as I haxe 
the Honour to be known to ſome of the 
beſt and moſt judicious of them, on the 
leaſt Information of ſuch Error from them, 
I ſhall do them Juſtice ;, and till I refuſe 
them that Juftice upon their offering to 
convince me of ſome Miſtake, I ought not 
to be reproach'd with it. 

Firſt. Then as to the Matter of taking 
the Oathsto the G--vernment, | ſuppoſe, I 
needed not to ſay, that it was direded 
by Act of Parliament But ſince it 
has been inſiſted upon by ſome in England, 
(Ido nut ſay that the Epiſcipal, Minifters in 
Sco:land infift on it, or claim by Eaw to be 
exempted) bur in England, I know, it has 
been alledg'd, that the Miniſters in Scot» 
land: are not oblig'd to take it ; for that 
the Act of Parliament of the 12th of June, 


of Fuly, 1702, do not exyreſly mention 
Miaiſters of the Goſpel : Bu: that by 
the At of Parliament, Perſuns ia publick 
Truſt, Civ, Ecclefiaſtick or Military are 
only mention d, and in the Proclamation ſub- 
ſequent to and founded upon the ſaid Ad, 
all the ſeveral Perſons,, who are to take 
the ſaid Oachs, are enumerated, and no 
Mention made of the Miniſters But 
ſuch People are defir'd to remember, that 
beſides theſe Acts, and ſubſe quent to them 
both, viz. On the 24th of Seprember, 1702, 
a particular and eſpecial AQ of Council was 
paſs d in Scot i nd, founded upon à former 
Act of Pa. liament, viz. The 6th Act, 4tb 
Jeſſ. of the fict Parliiment of William 
and Mary, paß d, May 23, 1693, it 
is _Expreſly — Thus eld 
« fore the Ki Queen's Maj: ty, with 
e Advice . of the Races of 
« Parliament, Statute and Ordain, that 
% the laid Oath of Allegiance be ſworn, 
«© and the ſame with the aforeſaid} Aſſu- 
“ trance be ſubſcrid'dby all Noblemen, 
and their elde ſt Sons being paſt twenty 
« one Years of Age, and dy all Perſons 
« ia. Olfices and Places of Publick Truſt, 
& Ciyil, Eccleſiaftick, and Military; To 
„ wit, by all Members of Parliament, and 
Electors of Members of Parliament; all 
** Piiyy Counſellors and Officers of State, 
« and of the Crowa; All the Lords of 
« Seſſion, Advocates and Members of the 
“ College of Juſtice, Fc. And after ſeveral 
orber Enumerations in the ſame Para- 
graph, “ All Preachers and Miaifters of 
© the Goſpel WHATSOMEVER ; and by 
„the ſime AQ immediately after, ſaying, 
« That Officers exxcutiog their Emplo 

ment, without taking the Oaths, Oc. 
6 ſhall be depriv'd ;. Ic alſo Enacts, chat 
*© Minifters provided of Kirks, ſhall he de- 
© prived of their Benefices and Stipends ; 
* and Preachers not provided of Kicks 
* (hall be. puniſh'd by Baniſhment, or o- 
0 5 as the Council ſhall think 
* Nfe. ; 


Subſequent to, 2g upon this 


AR of Parliament, Her preſent Ma 
coming to the Crown, an. Act of Coun 
> - : Ba ; 


i in Senad, Fegtemb. 24. 1702. K 
7 lating the Gan Aging to 2 
worn, and it, and the e to de Sign'd, 
Con fotm to the ſail Act of pacliament, 
by all Miaifters. and Fceachets of the Goſ- 
pel, Cc. in theſe Words. 


The Lords of Her Aajeſtys Privy Coun- 
cit, raking into their Confideration, That 
in th: two Proclamations emitted by 
their Lordſhips, fince the Death of King 
WILLIAM of ever. Glorious Sie mo- 
ry, in purſuance of the 4 of Parlia- 
ment 1693. Emigied, AG for raking he 
04ths of Ally iter and Aſſurance, ibere 
i n» ſpeci} Proviſion made, ag was made 
in th: Proclam ition, iſſued out no the 
frme AR. May 30. 1693; before whom, 
and betwixt, and what Day, Miniſters 
Preachers of the Goſpel; and rhe otber 
Perſons mention d iberein, oug by 20 ſwear 
phe ſaid 0arb of Alleg i ance, and ſubſcribe 
the ſame, with: the Aſſurance to Her Ma- 
jeſty Queen ANNE, as is now appoin- 
ted b; the 48, of the laſt Seſſion ** 
laſt Parliament, Emtivled,  A&-Recogni- 
ting Her Maijefiy's Royal Power and 
Authority, &c. And tha it is fit that 
the [ime be ſupply d : Dor therefore b 
Vertue and Wwrant of the ſaid AR; 
and the Power tbereby to them commited, 
Arpoint and Ordain al Miniſters, Prea- 
ch:rs of the Goſpel, and all Clerks of 
Church PJudicavories, and Precenters, 
Maſters and Doctors of Univerſities, 
Colleges, or Schools, Keepers of Publick 
Libr ries, Chaplains in Families, and 


 Pedagogues, and Governors 10 Children 
ſaid Oatb f  Ale- 
iunce, and ſub ſcribe the ſame — | 

Kejeft pany err 


& Tow!h, to ſwear the ſaid 
Aſſur ance to Her Me | 
EET 
As this is a clear Teftimony, tbat the 


Laws of Scotland ds require, all Minifters. 


the mouſt 
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or Preackiers: of the Goſpel to take the 


Oath of Allegiance, and inflifts the pe- 
nalty, v Baniſhment upon Preachers un- 
provided of Kirks ; it will appear, that 
hitherto the Govermeat of Scotland have not 

me to the extent of the Law, ſince the 
Miniſters of both ſorts, who have preach'd 
without taking theſe Oatbs, and who ſtill 
refuſe to take che m, are not to this hour 
all of them depriv'd of their Benefices or 
Stipends, and not one of them, no, 
inate, was ever yet baniſhed 
tor the ſame. 

B-fore | proceed farcher in this Part, it 
is neceflary to tell Our Readers who are 
Engliſhmen, what this Oath and Aſſurance 
to be taken ia Scotland are, and then we 
ſhall proceed. 


The Oath is Verbatim the ſame in Eng- 


land. 


I A: B. do fincerely promiſe and ſwear,. 
that I will be faithful, - and bear true 
Allegiance to her Majeſty Queen. 
ANNE. So help me GO D. 


The Aſſurance runs thus. 


14. B. do in the Sincerity of my Heart: 
affert, acknowledge and declare, that 


her M:j-fty Queen ANNE is the ons 
ly Lawful Uadoubted Sovereign of 
this Realm, as well 4 Jure, that is of 
Right, QUEEN, as de Facte, that is 
is the Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe" of the 
Goverameat; and therefore I da 6n- 
cerely and faithfuly promiſe and en- 
gage, rhat I will with Heart and Hand, 
ite aud 3, maintaia and defend 
hec Majſty Title and Government 
againft che preceaded Prince of Wales, 
and his Adhegents, and all other Enc-- 
mies, who either by open or ſecret 
Attempts ſhall diſturb or diſquiet ber 
Majeſty in the Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe: 
thereof. | 
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